'Pro'po'sed VA stormwater regulations available for comment
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The Vfréiﬂa Departmerit of Conserva-

tion and Recreation is)proposing changes
toithe state’s Stormwater regulations that
would for the first time require all munici-
palities to‘establish stormwafer programs
4fid establisti'a fee striichire to support
those programs. -
‘FhéTegulations are-available for public
review and comment through Aug, 21.
{Rooftops, parking/lots; sidewalks and
streets do notdllow rain to Soak into the
ground. Sformwater runoff from these
impefvious sarfaces picks up pollutants,
ingh_ldingfﬁﬁtrients, sediméfits, heavy
mefals, grease; oils and other toxics. These
surfaces also greatly speéd up the flow of
stormwater, leading to increased erosion
with more nutrient and sediftient poliution
andUestroyed aquatic habitats in nearby
GirSains as well as further degradation to
waters doWwnstreant. Stormwater also con-
tributes to flooding. Runoff from devel-
oped properties is the fastest growing and
only increasing source of water pollution
in‘the state.
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various programs and activities at NOAA to
further NOAA'§coastal resource steward-
ship mission., e
#3 Authorize the Chesapeake Bay Inter-
pretative Buoy system, a system of buoys
thae;r.lfports real-time weather and environ-
mental informationisuch as wind speed,
teffperaturéyand wgvu: heigg’;m S
& Strengthen the Chesapeake Bay
Watershéd Education and Training Program,
which slpports'existing environmental edu-
cation programs, fosters the growth of new
programs, and encofitages the development of
partnersfiips among emlimnmc%tal.educaﬁon
inthe watershed. * "7
| ;SEygﬂmdﬂ;ega‘g)aﬁsé'tEBN AA of-
fers {0 hielp wateritien d&@o‘p‘ crilture
programg?It als prombies progfaris for the
propagation of subitiet ,cdfaq(}aﬁ?Vegeta-
tion, Whichicts a8 a natural filter for the
%7He'bill was co-sponsored by Sens. Jim
Webb of Virg‘iniaang,ggrbmﬁ,Nﬁkutski
and BenjamiftGardin'f Maryland: Similar
legislation has been introdiifedsin the House
by Rep. John'SarBanés/of Matyland.
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approach to improving water quality
statewide and restoring the Chesapeake
Bay, which includes pollution reduc-
tionsifrom sewage treatment plants and
farmland runoff;” said Joseph Maroon,
DCR director. “We continue to seek con-
structive input-and comment from local -
governments, the'development commu-
nity and citizens at large.” :

Several technical committees made up
of representatives from local governments,
developers, contractors and environmental
groups helped to develop the proposed
regulations, The DCR conducted more
than 50 public meetings. The Center for
Watershed Protection and VirginiasTech
were among the institutions that provided
technical support and ecopomicibenefit
analysis in 'developing the proposals.

For the first time; the regulations will
result in local stormwater management

- programs'in all state localities. Currently,

“loeal stormwater programs exist only in
_localities in eastern Virginia covered by

the Chesapeake Bay Preservation Act;
thosaSwith? ions of more'th:
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annouriced'in Jufie that it has totaled more
thari 4,200'acres in conservation easements
since it began its compatible use buifer
program in 2005. Nearly 3,000 acres of the
total were permanently protected in 2008.

Fort A.P. Hill is one of the Army’s larg-
est training siteson the East Coast.

MD looking to rework
Sparrows Point decree

The new owners of the Sparrows Point
steel mill are complying with-orders to rem-
edy decades of pollution at the plant outside
Baltimore, according to federalrand state
environmental regulators. - |

‘While-Severstal is in compliance,
Maryland’s secretary of the envirohment.
saidher department was looking to-rework
the cofisent ordéfas a result of assessments
anﬁ‘(inve‘éﬁgations conducted sinice th 1997
agreemerit was reached. 23

“The regulators weretesponding to the
Chesapeake B&Y:Foundation’s court filing in
May that it iritends to sue state ‘and federal”
regulators'and past and presefit owners
of the fillstoforce compliance with the~

_ consent'decree:

Nearly a Cenﬁlry"df steel-making and -

governments that opted to have their own-
stormwater management programs. These
regulations propose a fee structure that
allows local governments to fund their
programs. They also revise water quantity
and quality standards, including a more
protective phosphorus standard for devel-
oped lands. Phosphorus is seen as a leading
indicator of other potential pollutants in
stormwater.

The draft runoff standards are set at lev-
els needed fo help improve state waters and
the Chesapeake Bay while still allowing for
development to occur.

In addition, the regulations increase
stream channel and flood protection mea-
sures, promote the use of low impact devel-
opment techniques and provide developers
new methodologies, best management
practices and off-site reduction options to
help reduce costs associated with meeting
the' new ions: |

For details on stormwater and links for
viewing the draft regulations and a list of
planned public hearings, go to :
www.dcr-virginia.gov and click on “Policy,
Regulations and Public‘ Comments.”

ment Secretary Shari T. Wilson said in a
statement that her agency was looking to
update the consent decree because the 1997
agreement “focuses on investigation and
lacks specific requirements or time frames
regarding remediation.”

The plant does not pose aty immediate
public fiealth threats, but MDE continues to
inspect the site in response to citizen com-
plaints about operations and the consent de-
cree, Wilson said, noting that MDE inspected
the site eight times last year and five times so
far this year.

VA, conservancy purchase
4,000 acres near Bay

More than 4,000 acres of a vital Chesa-
peake Bay tributary will be permanently
protected. _

Virginia Gov. Timothy Kaine announced
in May that the state and The Nature Con-
servancy have-purchased 4,188 acres of land
within the Dragon Run watershed from the
Hancock Timber Resource Group.

The Smithsonian Institution has calied
Dragon Run the “second most ecologically
important watershed in the Chesapeake
Bay” It is home to 90 bird species and 55



